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The Bridge         
January 2015 

 
Christ the Lord Lutheran Church 

847-741-8141 
FAX: 847-741-8165 

Email: ctloffice@ctlelgin.org  
Website: www.ctlelgin.org  

February Bridge deadline –  
January 15, 2015 

Send items to Karin K at bridge@ctlelgin.org or leave in 
mailbox on the top of the mail slots outside the church office. 

`` 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CTL Office Hours 
Monday: Office closed  

Tuesday through Friday: 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
These are the regularly scheduled hours for Linda. 

Pr. Keith and Dss. Andrea available beyond these hours—
please just call! 

 
Worship Schedule 

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
11:00 a.m. Education Hour 

We are centered in Christ and reach out to care. 
 

We proclaim Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
We equip and teach for spiritual growth. 

We worship passionately. 
We minister to the physical and spiritual needs of others. 

We discern and use the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
We invite and involve others with a welcoming heart. 

mailto:ctloffice@ctlelgin.org
http://www.ctlelgin.org/
mailto:bridge@ctlelgin.org
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*COME ONE COME ALL* 

Save the Dates 
For future events, be sure the church office receives date 

and time information so calendars and space needs are all 
correct!  Please click on blue hyperlinks for more information. 
 
Date Activity Time 
Sat., Jan. , 03 Bound and Ungagged 8:00 a.m. 
Sun., Jan. , 04 Martin Luther King Jr. Food Drive 

begins 
10:30 a.m. 

Sun., Jan. , 04 Epiphany 9:30 a.m. 
Tue., Jan. , 06 Bible and Brew 7:00 p.m. 
Sat., Jan. , 17 Provide lunch to Habitat workers TBA 
Sun., Jan. , 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Food Drive 

end 
10:30 a.m. 

Fri., Jan. , 23 Council Retreat Fri.-Sat. 3:00 p.m. 
Sat., Jan. , 24 Women's Gathering (Bible Study) 9:00 a.m. 
Sun., Feb. , 15 Mardi Gras dinner   
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*WORSHIP NEWS* 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
  9:30 a.m. Worship 
11:00 a.m. Education Hour 

Scripture Lessons for December 
Sunday January 4 –  
Second Sunday of 
Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 
24:1-12 
Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom 
10:15-21 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
Color: White 
 
Sunday January 11 
Baptism of Our Lord 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 (3) 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 
Color: White 

 
Sunday January 18 —  
Second Sunday after 
Epiphany 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (1) 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 
Color: Green 
 
Sunday January 25 – 
Third Sunday after 
Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalm 62:5-12 (6) 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 
Color: Green
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*FROM OUR LEADERSHIP* 
From Our Pastor 
Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Arise, shine, for your light has come!  The glory of the Lord 
has dawned upon you! 

As we begin the new calendar year, the first festival we 
celebrate is the Feast of the Epiphany, the “appearing” or 
“revelation” of Jesus to the world.  (The “official” date for Epiphany 
is always Jan. 6, but we’ll observe it on Sunday, Jan. 4.) Every 
year we hear those words (from the Prophet Isaiah) I just quoted.  
They give us the image of people who’ve been slumbering in 
darkness, who are now being called to wake up, to spring into 
action, because God’s light has come, and something special is 
about to happen. 

Throughout Advent and Christmas and Epiphany, there’s a 
lot of talk about darkness that is suddenly pierced by light; we talk 
about Jesus being the Light of the World.  As we celebrate 
Christ’s appearance among us, we remember also that Christ’s 
light not only shines on us, it is shining through us.  Jesus says to 
us that we are the light of the world.  People are looking to us to 
see light shining in their darkness. 

So how do we shine light in a dark world?  Certainly not by 
keeping the light to ourselves.  Jesus called that “hiding your light 
under a basket.”  Keeping Christ’s light to ourselves does no good 
for anyone.  Christ’s light, that same light we celebrate on 
Christmas Eve when we lift our candles to sing “Silent Night,” that 
same light that we celebrate together on Epiphany when we sing 
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” that light which we honor 
when we hand a baptismal candle to the newly baptized and say, 
“Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven,” that is the light that 
shines forth from you. 

Psalm 72, heard on Epiphany, gives us some ideas about 
what that light looks like in the world: “He delivers the needy when 
they call, the poor and those who have no helper; he has pity on 
the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy; from 
oppression and violence he redeems their life, and their blood is 
precious in his sight.” 
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We cannot shine as the light of the world if we do not 
choose to stand with the weak, the poor, and all those oppressed.  
As we move into this new year, we will be talking about how we 
can stand with those who are in need in our own community as we 
work with the Fox River Valley Initiative (FRVI) to find the 
problems that keep people in our community from living life to the 
fullest. We are a founding member institution of the FRVI, and it 
has a lot of potential for helping us be light in Elgin. We will also 
be talking a lot about the “All Are Welcome” initiative within our 
own congregation, seeking ways in which we, as a congregation, 
can be a beacon of light to those who may feel excluded. 

All of this will require us to be prepared to wake up and 
spring into action, to shine with the light that has dawned upon us, 
and to give of everything we have to be light to people who need 
to see light.  So, let’s arise, and shine! 
Peace, 
 
 

Pr. Keith 

*GROWING STEWARDS STEP BY STEP* 
Twelve Devotions and Prayers 

Stewardship is a spiritual issue, not a financial issue.  The 
journey to being a good steward has many steps.  For some 
people this starts with reading, reflection, and prayer.  Here's the 
tenth devotion for this purpose.  The inspiration for these writings 
is "Stepping Stones of a Steward" by Ron Vallet (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co; Grand Rapids, MI; © 1989).  [ed: this 
was written during or before 1989, but still applies in 2015] 
 

Devotion 10 
Expressing Love to Others in Gratitude 

Luke 10:25-37 
 
How do you express love to others in gratitude?  You have 

probably heard the story of the Good Samaritan many times.  
Some would suggest it is about helping others.  Some states have 
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adopted “Good Samaritan” laws that exempt doctors and some 
other people from any liability when they provide emergency 
assistance to someone.  While the intent of such laws is to reduce 
risk, this may not be what Jesus intended when he told this story. 

Simply giving aid to someone in need may only treat the 
symptoms of the distress or emergency.  Some would suggest the 
parable is about taking risks.  Both the priest and the Levite in the 
parable are religious leaders and would have taken considerable 
risk to assist the man who had fallen into the hands of robbers.  
Why?  Perhaps the victim was faking injury to lure them into a 
trap.   Perhaps they were concerned that the robbers were nearby 
and might attack them also.  Perhaps they thought the man was 
already dead and did not want to touch the body and be 
considered unclean for seven days.  This would prevent these 
religious leaders from carrying out their responsibilities in the 
temple.  Ritual was above human need.  In each of these 
possibilities, the two were unwilling to take the risk of helping 
someone they did not know. 

Remembering the original context of the question from the 
lawyer, “…what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus responded 
by questioning the lawyer about the law – “What is written in the 
law?”  The lawyer responded, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with your entire mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself.”  Wanting to justify himself, the lawyer questions further, 
“And who is my neighbor?”  Jesus’ response through this parable 
indicates the most unexpected person, the Samaritan, could be 
the one to help a person they do not know.      

Today, we may be just as cautious to stop and help 
someone we do not know.  Who do you identify with in this 
parable?  Is it the lawyer, the victim, the robbers, the priest, the 
Levite, the innkeeper or the Samaritan?  What does this suggest 
about the risk you are willing to take?  Who are you willing to stop 
and help?  

Through God’s love, each person is encouraged to show 
spontaneous and unqualified love, even to a stranger.  The 
boundaries are not set by the rituals or rules of religious practice.  
We are encouraged to take risks because of our faith and the love 
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of God.  In doing so, we both defend the poor and the weak and 
seek to establish justice in society. 

 
Let us Pray: Dear Lord, there are so many people lying 

beside the road of life – the injured, the sick, the less fortunate.  
Help us to see your love in our life that we may have the strength 
to take risks and reach out to help others.  We may not know 
these neighbors, and yet they are part of your beautiful creation.  
May we have the strength to express love to those who are weak 
and pursue justice within our society.  Amen.    
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*GET INVOLVED* 
“Wherever you turn, you can find someone who needs you.  Even 
if it is a little thing, do something for which there is no pay but the 
privilege of doing it.  Remember, you don't live in a world all of 
your own.”  
― Albert Schweitzer 

The Giving Way 
The gift wrapping is gone and soon the Christmas 

decorations are put away.  But… what if we left our gifts 
unopened?  What if we just put the gifts on a shelf in a closet?  
What if we said we would open them when we had more time?  
What about God's gifts to us?  What if they rest on some shelf in 
our life because we are too busy, too self-absorbed, or feel we 
have done our duty and leave God's work up to others using their 
gifts?  Those who walk "The Giving Way" happily put the gifts of 
God to use.  We call them faithful managers, or stewards. 

In my 45 years as a pastor, the happiest persons in my 
congregations were generous with God's gifts.  Some of them had 
it in their DNA because of parents who modeled giving.  Some 
"caught" the giving spirit from the Spirit's guidance while reading 
or hearing Scripture or through events where they experienced 
grace.  As Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton said in 1949: "Stewardship 
is what we do after we say we believe."  Or, as we read in 
Corinthians 8:1-3, "Giving is a generous demonstration of God's 
grace." 
 
 
 
 
Your fellow steward, 
 

Arlyn 
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Habitat for Humanity House News 
Work is progressing on our complete 

renovation of a house in Carpentersville.  The 
projects we are currently working on are 
flooring, trim, painting and doors.  The current 
completion date for the house is mid-January.  
As our project manager says, "many hands 

might light work,” so if we have more volunteers, the house could 
be completed sooner.  The house will be for a mother and her 8 
and 12-year-old sons.  There are many opportunities to help.  You 
can: 
 
Help with all areas of construction from building to clean-up.  
You can work a whole day or part of a day as your time allows.  All 
construction supplies are provided as well as job instruction.   
  

• House is located at 618 Westwind in Carpentersville IL 
off Route 31. 

• Workdays will be Fridays and Saturdays, 8:30 A.M. - 4:00 
P.M. 

• Must be 18 years old or 16-17 years with an adult 
• Sign-up to volunteer to help with construction by 

registering at the Habitat for Humanity of Northern Fox 
Valley website-www.habitatnfv.org.  Sign-up for as many 
workdays as you like or get a group together!   

• See flyer at church more information. 
 
Provide lunch to the workers.  CTL provides a Saturday lunch to 
the 10-12 workers several times during the course of the 
renovation.  We will provide the meal, dessert and case of water.  
Our next scheduled date is Sat., Jan. 17.  If you would like to 
help, contact Barb Bosch or Debbie McGuire. 
 
Contact Carol E at 847-695-0833 with questions.  (top) 
  

mailto:cearsley@hotmail.com?subject=Habitat%20House
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Mardi Gras dinner and fun!! 
Great food, crafts for kids, music! 
Sunday, Feb. 15, 2015 
Tickets on sale late January  

Brown Bag Sunday 
For the past several years, CTL had collaborated with the City of 
Elgin to observe Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday by collecting 
food that will be distributed to the local food pantries.  On Sun., 
Jan. 4, paper grocery bags and suggestions of items that are 
needed will be distributed in church.  The filled bags are to be 
brought back to church on or before Sun., Jan. 18.  That 
afternoon, the food will be taken to a warehouse where local youth 
volunteers will sort it for distribution. 

Shop at Smile.Amazon.com 
CTL earns 0.5% of your purchase!  On your first visit to 

AmazonSmile, (http://smile.amazon.com), you need to select a 
charitable organization to receive donations from eligible 
purchases before you begin shopping.  They will remember your 
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make on Amazon 
will result in an automatic donation!  A simple way to support 
CTL! 

Kids Hope USA 
December was a busy month for Kids Hope.  Mentors met 

with children, one new mentor met his child for the first time, gifts 
were given to each KH child, and coats, hats and mittens, donated 
by CTL, were shared with the children of Hillcrest.  Mentors, 
Prayer Partners, spouses and significant others gathered for a 
party to celebrate the season and the ongoing ministry of Kids 
Hope. 

This is what Katie Smiley, social worker at Hillcrest, wrote 
about the impact CTL KHUSA has: 

These years have been so wonderful with KHUSA and 
when I'm stressed beyond belief, knowing that some of our 

http://smile.amazon.com/
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neediest students are working with such AMAZING people makes 
me feel that much better.  As always, thank you for everything :)  

Come be a part of this ministry; make a difference in the 
life of a child.  Contact Jeanne Tor Carri N. 

Bridge Group Dinner Schedule 
The Bridge Group is for people who would like a chance to meet 
with other single adults at various area restaurants.  The Sunday 
afternoon dinner is a time for conversation, laughter, and support.  
All singles are invited to join us on the first and third Sundays at 
4:00 p.m.  Contact person Grace D. 
January 4  
January18  
(top) 

Prayerful Humor 
Prayer Positions  
Three preachers sat discussing the best positions for prayer, while 
a telephone repairman worked nearby. 
 
"Kneeling is definitely best," claimed one. 
 
"No," another contended.  "I get the best results standing with my 
hands outstretched to Heaven." 
 
"You're both wrong," the third insisted.  "The most effective prayer 
position is lying prostrate, face down on the floor." 
 
The repairman could contain himself no longer. 
 
"Hey, fellas,” he interrupted, “the best prayin’ I ever did was while 
hangin' upside down from a telephone pole." 

  

mailto:prpl8y@hotmail.com?subject=KHUSA
mailto:Carri929@gmail.com?subject=KHUSA
mailto:gdeib@att.net?subject=Bridge%20Group
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Bound and Ungagged (A book club) 
Bound and Ungagged is reading "The Orphan Train" by 

Christina Baker Kline for Sat., Jan. 3.  We meet at Colonial Cafe 
on McLean Blvd at 8 a.m.  All are invited to join us for a wonderful 
breakfast, fellowship and some lively discussion on the books that 
we read.  If you have any questions or would like to suggest a 
book that you think the book club would enjoy reading, please 
contact Carol H.  (top) 

Scrip Fundraising  
Simply return an order form with your check to the church 

on Sunday.  You will receive a new order form each week.  You 
may pick up your order the following Sunday at the church. 

We encourage you to take advantage of the wonderful 
benefits offered by this on-going fundraiser.  If you have 
questions, please talk to Mary N 847-828-0027 or Dorothy G 
847-888-4484. 

Hooks and Needles 
(Prayer Shawl and Baptismal Blanket Ministry) 

As you select yarn for a new prayer shawl, consider that 
we are in need of colors that are bright, lively, and cheerful —
colors that will help dispel the gloom!  We are getting very low on 
shawls, so please keep crocheting and knitting. 

For crafters interested in making a prayer shawl, there are 
now "unkits" available next to the Dress-A-Girl kits in the CTL 
entry area.  These kits include instructions, a card, and everything 
else you will need (except for the knitting needles/crochet hook) to 
complete a prayer shawl.  Thanks to some wonderful angels, we 
are able to provide kits with yarn. 
  

mailto:seajay51080@gmail.com?subject=Bound%20and%20Ungagged
mailto:blondielove@hotmail.com?subject=ScripPro
mailto:gunterdo@sbcglobal.net?subject=ScripPro
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*LEARNING* 

Adult Study Groups 
 B. & B.: Bible and Brew  

Bible and Brew meets at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Village Squire in West Dundee.  We begin 
again Tues., Jan. 6.  We gather for an hour of 
fellowship and fun as we discuss our faith and 
how it affects our daily lives.  The topics are 

wide-ranging and interesting!  So, come grab a beverage or order 
a meal (Tuesdays have half-price burgers!) and grow in faith with 
one another.  (top) 

Adult Forum Series 
Come join us at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday.  To begin this 

year, Jaime P presents. 

Morning Bible Study Formed 
Join us for a lectionary study each Wednesday morning 

from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at CTL.  Pastor Keith will guide us 
through the scriptures for the upcoming Sunday.  It is an 
opportunity for learning and becoming prepared to hear in a new 
way the readings at worship.  Questions?  Please ask Pastor 
Keith, Henrietta N, or Carol B.  (top) 
  

mailto:ctlpastor@ctlelgin.org?subject=New%20Bible%20Study
mailto:ctlpastor@ctlelgin.org?subject=New%20Bible%20Study
mailto:henrihome@gmail.com?subject=New%20Bible%20Study
mailto:cwblohm@sbcglobal.net?subject=New%20Bible%20Study
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*PLEASE REMEMBER* 
Please pray for those who are part of the life of CTL who 
struggle with illness and other concerns, especially Tony B, 
Bob B, Jessica B, Patsy B, Sue E, Bill F, Mary Ellen H, Nancy K, 
Larry & Joyce M, Dick & Dena M, Dolores S, Maureen S, Jeremy 
T, Tom Y. 
 
Please pray for those in care facilities or at home, especially:  
At Heritage: Audrey R 
 
Please pray for those in military service, especially:   
James G, Corbin J, Brandt J, Matt K, Manessa L, John Y 
 
Please pray for our family and friends, especially: 
Aaron brother of Dss. Andrea D 
Mary B mother of Sharon L 
Dena D daughter–in–law of Grace D 
Dorothy E mother of Carol H 
Blake F brother of Pr. K  
Jo Ann F mother of Pr. K 
Kid’s Hope children 
and mentors 

CTL members 

Bill K Brother of Sue K 
Sally M Grandmother of Dss. Andrea D 
Edna M mother of Susan T 
Nana M daughter–in–law of Dick & Dena M 
Pastor Fred O Brother of Grace D 
Bill S Friend of Jacki  
Tommie Sister of Nancy K 
Angie V friend of Diane B 
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*SPECIAL DATES TO REMEMBER* 
If you have a January event and it does not appear on the lists, 
please let us know so we can update our records.  
bridge@ctlelgin.org  
January Birthdays 
  1 - Stephanie S 
  2 - Mikey H 
  2 - Mary T 
10 - Char A 
11 - Janis G 
12 - Tammy H 
12 - Jason P 
19 - David D 
19 - Jason W 
20 - Ken E 
21 - Daniel H 

22 - John D 
22 - John Y 
23 - Craig B 
23 - Adam G 
24 - Jeremy T 
27 - Shirley W 
28 - Teri C 
29 - Debbie McG 
31 - Corbin J 
31 - Blake S

 
January Baptismal Anniversaries 
  1 - Patsy B 
  4 - Thomas N 
  6 - Stephanie S 
10 - Noah T 
14 - Rita Y 
15 - Jonathan C 

19 - Rachel C 
19 - Bridget D 
24 - Thomas C 
26 - Amanda H 
28 - Carter R 
29 - Carol H 

 
January Wedding Anniversaries 
  7 -  David & Karin K 
  8 -  Diane & Bob B 
  9 -  George & Wilda B 
25 -  Mike & Cate M 

mailto:bridge@ctlelgin.org
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Holy Holes 
Justin &Nichole R 
Eric & Sharon L 
Katrina D 

*THANK-YOUS* 
“It's hard to complain and be thankful."” 
Submitted by Mary Tamraz 
 
Barb B Bulletin assembly 
Andrew B Computers 
Carol Earsley Electronic sign 
Jim H Building maintenance 
Karin K Bridge newsletter & Blast 
Dorothy G & Dss. Andrea D Christmas Mailings 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
White Gifts were delivered to U46 on Mon., Dec. 15 by Tom J, 
Corrine A, and Barb B.  A big "thank you" goes out to everyone 
who helped with this--to the buyers, the donors, the Youth and 
their leaders (who bought and wrapped gifts for 12 children), and 
the Social Ministry team.  This project would not be possible 
without all of you and our sister churches, Zion and First 
Presbyterian.  Altogether, we gave 150 children a happier 
Christmas. 

Altar Flowers 
Arlyn & Jeanne T 
Frank & Corrine A 

Advent Wreath 
Dick & Cheri Lee L 



 

[18] 

*CHRIST THE LORD LUTHERAN 
CHURCH* 

STAFF 
Rev. Keith F    Pastor 
Deaconess Andrea D   Director of Ministries 
Jason P    Director of Music 
Linda G    Office Assistant 
 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Carol B (2016) President 
Karin K (2015) Corresponding Secretary  
Eric L (2016)  
Jacki B (2017) Secretary  
Henrietta N (2017)  
Dale N (2015) Archivist 
Pam W (2015) Vice President 
Anneliese J Youth 
 
CTL FINANCIAL TEAM 
Beth U     Treasurer 
Carol C    Financial Secretary 
 
 

Christ the Lord Lutheran Church 
12N462 Tina Trail + Elgin, IL 60124-4876 + Phone: 847-741-8141 

 
Office Hours 

Mondays: Office closed 
Tuesday through Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
www.ctlelgin.org 

 

Rev. Keith F – Pastor ctlpastor@ctlelgin.org  
Dss. Andrea D – Director of Ministries ctldirmin@ctlelgin.org  
Jason P – Director of Music ctlmusic@ctlelgin.org  
Jim H – Director of Handbell Choir jim.harrer@ctlelgin.org  
Linda G – Office Administration ctloffice@ctlelgin.org  
Sandy M –Nursery 

http://www.ctlelgin.org/
mailto:ctlpastor@ctlelgin.org
mailto:ctldirmin@ctlelgin.org
mailto:ctlmusic@ctlelgin.org
mailto:jim.harrer@ctlelgin.org
mailto:ctloffice@ctlelgin.org
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